
 

Hello Everyone!  

 The Conference Committee has been meeting and discussing our Spring Training 

Conference and Expo.  After much discussion among the committee and with the hotel, we 

have decided to move forward with an ‘in-person’ event from March 7-12, 2021, at the Westin 

Sarasota.  Our primary concern is the safety and well-being of our members, attendees and 

guests at the conference.  With everyone’s cooperation, we can hold a productive, fun and safe 

event for all!  

 In conversations with the Westin Sarasota, we have reviewed the precautions they are 

taking during events.  The hotel will focus on sanitization and social distancing.  They have 

reportedly held several events during COVID with minimal negative feedback or reports of 

incidents.  The link below will take you to a listing of some of the precautions:   

https://flnena.starchapter.com/images/downloads/March_2021_Conference/covid_protocols_for

_march_21_conference.pdf 

 On the list, you will also notice additional precautions implemented by Florida NENA.  

Our commitment remains to our membership.  The list outlines a few of the steps we will take to 

ensure the safety of conference attendees.  We understand the decision to attend is a personal 

one.  As an organization, we have decided to continue with the event to provide an informative 

and educational event for our members.  We understand through personal decision or agency 

restriction, some of you may not attend.  For this, we are working on making portions of the 

conference available in a remote format.  This would most likely include the Chapter Meetings 

and Coordinators’ Meeting, other trainings and events will most likely not be available virtually.     

 For planning purposes, we are conducting a two-question survey, available at this link.  

Overall, we believe through proper precautions and personal responsibility, we can hold a 

successful, safe Training Conference and Expo in March.  The conference will mark the 

approximate one-year mark of the recognition of the Coronavirus in the State of Florida.  We 

thank you all for what you have done and continue to do for the communities you serve!  We 

hope to see you in Sarasota!   

Again, thank you all and be safe! 

Dan Koenig, ENP, CMCP  

Florida NENA President 
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